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welcome
This is your space. Your space to think, to draw, to write, to talk, to sit. Your space to 
be in charge of. You probably have some things to do. Maybe you’ve got some worries, 
questions, or feelings. Maybe you’re angry or sad, or happy and excited, or maybe you 
don’t even know how to feel. And that’s all right. 

But here’s one thing we’d like you to know—God knows how you’re feeling. He knows 
your story. He loves you. And He wants you to know Him. 

We hope this guide will help you think through the things you’ll be talking about in your 
group sessions. But more than that, we hope you’ll have a chance to learn more about 
yourself and more about the God who sees you and knows you and loves you. 

You have searched me, Lord,  
and you know me. 

You know when I sit and when I rise; 
you perceive my thoughts from afar.

Psalm 139:1, 2
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How to Use this Guide

In each lesson you’ll find these parts: 

• VIEW: Here you’ll see a summary of the lesson’s main message  
 and some questions to help you think about it. You may also want to  
 use these questions with your small group. 

• YOUR TAKE: Jot down thoughts or images from what you’ve learned  
 that you want to remember.  

• REMEMBER: Challenge yourself to memorize a part of God’s Word. 

• YOUR STORY: Think about something you’ve learned that is  
 meaningful to you and your faith journey, or think about how  
 something in your life fits in well with the lesson. 

• OWN IT: Dig into God’s Word for yourself and find out even more  
 about the main point of the lesson. 

• SEARCH: Spend time searching for related topics in God’s Word.  
 What do you feel or think in response to what you see in the Bible?

You can also use any of these pages to write down questions you have or things 
you want to pray about. Text or talk to one of your leaders whenever you want 
to discuss something that you don’t understand or something you want to learn 
more about. Talk to your friends too. Sometimes a simple question can lead to a 
life-changing conversation.
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God is known by so many names and descriptions: Light of the world, Almighty 
One, my deliverer, my refuge, Messiah, King of kings, and the list goes on. But 
over and over in the Bible we meet the three essential persons of the one true 
God—God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit. In this unit 
we’ll explore some fundamental truths about God. We’ll think about how we see 
God . . . and how God sees us. 

Lesson 1: Our Father

Lesson 2: Our Good Shepherd

Lesson 3: The Holy Spirit

Lesson 4: The One and Only God

Unit 1 // God is…
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CONNECTION

REMEMBER

Quarter 1 Unit 1 Lesson 1
Luke 15:11-24

God is your Father, and He loves you. 

Our Father

God Is ...

“For us there is but one God, the Father,  
from whom all things came and for whom we 
live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

through whom all things came and  
through whom we live.”

1 Corinthians 8:6
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VIEW

Today we talked about how God is the Father and that He loves you. We all have different experiences with 
our dads—some good and some bad. But we know from the Bible that God is a Father who is compassionate, 
loving, just, and good—all the time! 

Read the following passage from Luke 15:20-24. As you read, think about how you would feel as the son, 
who had rejected his father, lost everything, and then decided to return.

“So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger 
and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of 
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.”

The father could have been very angry with his son. But when his son returned, the father greeted him with 
forgiveness, love, and a party! 

• Why do you think the father responded this way?

God loves you so much. He wants you to turn to Him, to repent and follow Him. When you come back to Him, 
He is waiting to greet you with open arms. 

• How have I experienced my relationship with my own dad?

• How do I experience God as my Father?

• Do I trust that God loves me? Why or why not?

God Is ... //  Quarter 1 Unit 1 Lesson 1
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YOUR TAKE

What is your takeaway from the Bible concept, stories, or things you discussed with your group?

REMEMBER

Use these prompts to help you learn the Remember verse (shown on the first page of this lesson): 

• For us there is but one what?

• From whom what happened and for whom we what?

• And there is but one what?

• Through whom what happened and through whom we what?

Our Father  //  Quarter 1 Unit 1 Lesson 1
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YOUR STORY

What new things did you learn about God? How will you relate to Him differently? What did you learn about 
what it means that God is your Father?

God Is ... //  Quarter 1 Unit 1 Lesson 1
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OWN IT

Circle any words below, or draw any responses, that shine additional light on the idea of God as your Father.

• 1 John 3:1a “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we are!”

• Psalm 68:5, 6 “A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. God 
sets the lonely in families, he leads out the prisoners with singing.”

• Romans 8:15 “The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 
rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, 
Father.’”

• John 15:9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.”

Our Father  //  Quarter 1 Unit 1 Lesson 1
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SEARCH

Look up these verses about God being our Father, and think about how the words make you feel. What could 
you do to get closer to the Father God this week?

• Matthew 6:25-27
• Matthew 7:9-11

God Is ... //  Quarter 1 Unit 1 Lesson 1
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Salvation Path
steps on the faith journey

WHO NEEDS TO BE SAVED?
Paul said, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God” (Romans 3:23). No human is perfect. We 
all make wrong choices. We all sin. And we are all 
responsible for the consequences of our sin.

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES?
In Romans 6:23, Paul simplified the consequences into two 
categories: “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” The actions that go 
along with sinful behavior and thinking ultimately lead down 
a road that will take us away from goodness and wholeness—
separating us from God. But accepting Jesus as our Savior 
allows us access to eternal life with Him.

HOW CAN I FIX IT? 
You can’t. But God can, and did. In Romans 5:8 we read: “But 
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.” When Jesus sacrificed His life 
for us and died on the cross, He took on the punishment for 
our sin. And if you read all of chapter 5, you can see that the 
“us” Christ died for includes all of us—for His “one righteous 
act resulted in justification and life for all people” (v. 18). 

BUT HOW CAN I BE SAVED AND GET 
ETERNAL LIFE?
The traditions and practices of repentance and baptism as 
part of accepting Jesus as Lord and committing to follow Him 
vary from church to church. In his letter to the Romans (10:9), 
Paul said, “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved.”

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE SAVED?
It’s hard to explain the feeling of being forgiven of our sins. 
But Paul reminds us in Romans 5:1 that “since we have been 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” No more separation. No more conflict with 
God. That doesn’t mean life will be easy and smooth. On the 
contrary, Jesus tells us there will be trouble (John 16:33). 
But “there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus” (Romans 10:1). 

If someone you know wants to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 
walk through these questions together. Then lead the person to discuss 
their decision with their family and pastor, as appropriate.
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