God Is Amazing

Lesson 1

Scripture: Psalm 66:1-5; Romans 11:33-36
Bible Memory: Genesis 1:1
Focus:  God is worthy of praise.
Heart to Heart Teacher Devotion
Even though the Bible commands us to praise God, praise can become a natural and
heartfelt part of every believer’s life. As you prepare to teach your students about
praising God, be aware of the times, places, and ways that you praise our amazing God.

Lesson 1 at a Glance
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HeartShaper Materials
• Say What? reproducible
page

Other Materials
• scissors, pencils

Option
Sticky Words

• none

• dictionary, whiteboard, dryerase markers, Bible dictionary, self-stick notes, pencils

Bible Exploration
Psalm 66:1-5;
Romans 11:33-36

• Activities for lesson 1

• Bibles, pencils, recording
device

Bible Memory
Genesis 1:1

• Resources sheet 3

• Bibles, whiteboard, dryerase marker

Optional Bible
Skill Builder

• Resources CD Optional
Bible Skills 1 and Bible
Library printable files

• Bibles, pencils

MAKE IT REAL
Use one of these
activities to help
students explore
what they can
say to praise God
every day.

Quick Step
One of Those Days

• Activities for lesson 1

• pencils, paper clips

Option
Praise Game

• Resources CD Praise Game
printable file

• pencils, paper clips, game
markers

LIVE IT OUT
Use one of these
activities to help
students praise
God.

Quick Step
Praising God!

• Activities for lesson 1

• Bibles, pencils, recording,
device to show the recording

Option
Smoosh Praise Books

• none

• paper, scissors, pencils,
colored pencils, crayons,
recording, device to show the
recording

FOCUS IN
Use one or both of
these activities to
help students discover the meaning
of the word praise.

Quick Step
Say What?

EXPLORE HIS
WORD
Use these
activities to help
students tell why
God is worthy of
praise.
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Focus In(10 minutes)
1

Use one or both of the following activities to help students
discover the meaning of the word praise.

Focus

 God is worthy of praise.

Welcome
• Welcome each student warmly by name.
• Early arrivers will enjoy doing one or more of the additional activities
described on the unit page.

Quick Step Say What?
Before class, cut apart the copies of the Say What? questions.
Try to find out one interesting thing about each student. Then have kids
pair up and interview each other using the Say What? questions. When
everyone is done, let kids share their partner’s responses. SAY: Sounds like
a lot of you have praised your favorite team, celebrity, coach, or teacher.
ASK: What does the word praise mean? (when you admire or appreciate
someone, when you say nice things to someone)
Who are some other people you praise?
How does it feel when you receive praise?
SAY: Let’s keeping thinking about praise and who is worthy of praise.

Option Sticky Words
Be sure to introduce yourself. Then have a student look up the word praise
in a dictionary. The student should read the definition aloud while you
write it on the board.
ASK: When you praise someone, what are you doing? (showing value and
appreciation to that person, admiring that person)
On a self-stick note, write some words of praise for one student, read it
aloud, then stick it on that student’s back. SAY: Now you get to do the
same. Write some words of praise on these notes for each person in
the class. You can write something you admire about each person or
something you appreciate about each person. Then you can stick the
notes on each other. Tell kids that if they don’t know someone very well,
they can still find something to admire or appreciate about that person,
such as a nice smile or the way he is a good listener. Distribute the selfstick notes and pencils.
When everyone is done, let kids take off their sticky notes and read what
others have written. Then have a student look up the word praise in a
Bible dictionary. Have the student read the definition aloud while you
write it on the board.

Materials
copies of Say What?
reproducible page
(one-half page per kid), scissors,
pencils
Note
See the teacher contents page
for the location of reproducible
pages. Reproducible pages are
also found on the Resources CD.
Teaching Tip
Display the poster for the
quarter (Resources sheet 1).
Materials
dictionary, whiteboard,
dry-erase markers, Bible
dictionary (printed or digital),
self-stick notes, pencils
Teaching Tip
Be sure that this is a positive
experience for everyone.
Encourage kids to write words
of praise on everyone’s selfstick notes, not silly or negative
things.
		 See the Resources CD
		 Special Needs Helps 1
printable file for another way to
offer this activity for kids with
sensory problems.

ASK: How does it feel when you receive praise?
SAY: Let’s keeping thinking about praise and who is worthy of praise.
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Focus

 God is worthy of praise.


Explore His Word(25 minutes)
2

Use these activities to help students tell why God is worthy of
praise.

Bible Background for the Teacher
The psalmist and Paul wrote from very different situations and for different purposes. Paul
wrote while on a missionary journey to encourage a young church; the psalmist wrote a
worship song to be used by the director of music. However, both stressed recognizing the
unique characteristics of God that make Him worthy of praise.
The psalmist concentrated on two basic ideas: particular attributes of God and the ways that
different people respond (or should respond) to those attributes. In the first category, the
writer focused on God’s powerful actions in our world. Note the rest of the psalm, in which
he mentions several specific deeds. He was also careful to stress the fact that these deeds
were done for the sake of people. This activity of God demonstrates His unlimited power.
As a result, His enemies cringe and the whole world bows down to Him and sings praise.
The psalmist urged his listeners and readers to join in the song. In fact, God’s power is so
awesome that it deserves a dramatic response: a shout of joy!
Paul focused not on the activity of God but on His wisdom. He looked at the different facets
of wisdom (revealed truth), knowledge (information gained through experience), judgments
(decisions or determinations), and paths (plans laid out and followed). He also considered
the extent of God’s wisdom, which he called deep and rich, beyond our understanding.
He then asked where humans stand in comparison to God’s wisdom. His question is asked
often in Scripture (see Isaiah 40:13, 14). Obviously, the answer is that the human mind
can contribute nothing to God’s thinking. We are limited in a way that He is not. We can
understand only as He reveals himself to us.  God is worthy of praise!
Materials
Bibles, Activities for
lesson 1, pencils,
recording device
(smartphone, tablet, camcorder,
etc.)
Note
The Scripture text is provided
on the Resources CD in both the
New International Version and
the King James Version, if you
want kids to read from the same
Bible version.

Bible Exploration Psalm 66:1-5; Romans 11:33-36
SAY: Today we’ll look at verses from two books of the Bible—one Old
Testament book and one New Testament book.
ASK: If some friends of yours didn’t know where these books were found
in the Bible, what could you tell them? (For a printed Bible, look
at the table of contents in the front of a Bible to find the books.
For a Bible on a tablet or phone, open the Bible to the contents
page.)
ASK: Maybe your friends ask why there’s an Old Testament and a New
Testament. What would you tell them? Accept students’ answers.
(Responses could include: The Old Testament tells about God
making the world. It tells about people like Noah, Moses, and
Abraham. It tells about things that happened before Jesus was born.
The New Testament tells about Jesus’ coming to earth and dying on
the cross. It tells how Christians like Paul and Peter told everyone
about Jesus. It helps me know how God wants me to live.)
Have kids turn to Psalm 66:1-5, and have volunteers read the verses aloud.
ASK: What are some things God has done that are really wonderful? What
are some things God has done that make Him awesome? Accept
responses.
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Distribute the activity leaflets and pencils. Ask kids to look at the Awesome
God activity and write in the first space a few things that make God so
awesome. Then let students share what they wrote. Ask kids to turn to
Romans 11:33-36, and have volunteers read the verses aloud.
ASK: What do these verses tell us about God? (No one is greater than
God. God made everything and everyone.) Help kids understand
this passage by explaining that no one knows the mind of God
and no one can give Him advice, because God’s wisdom and
knowledge have no end! These statements only describe God.
Have kids write what God is like in the second space. Then let students
share what they wrote. Do this together as one group or let kids work
with a partner on this. SAY: Write your answers to this question in the
third space: Why would you say that  God is worthy of praise? After a
minute, ask volunteers to read what they wrote. You’ve come up with lots
of reasons why  God is worthy of praise!
Ask each student to choose his or her favorite reason to praise God
and make up motions for that reason. After a couple of minutes, have
volunteers share their favorite reasons to praise God and demonstrate the
motions they came up with. Get out your recording device and record the
students. You’ll show the recording in Live It Out.

Bible Memory Genesis 1:1
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
Display the Genesis 1:1 poster on a wall or bulletin board. Write “Genesis
1:1” on the board. Ask a volunteer to come to the board and tell what
each part of the Scripture reference means. (Genesis is the name of the
book, the first 1 is the chapter number, the colon separates the chapter
and verse number, and the second 1 is the verse number.) Have students
turn in their Bibles to Genesis 1:1, and ask a volunteer to read it aloud. SAY:
Genesis 1:1 is our Bible Memory.
ASK: How many of you know people who don’t believe what Genesis 1:1
says? What do they believe? Let students respond.
SAY: If you don’t already, you will have friends, teachers, or classmates
who don’t believe that God made the world. They may believe theories
such as evolution that contradict the Bible. That’s why it’s really
important for you to read and study the Bible, to get to know God and
understand how powerful and awesome He is.

Materials
Bibles, Resources
sheet 3, whiteboard,
dry-erase marker
Media Option
Go to www.godtube.com or
www.youtube.com and type in
“Genesis 1:1.” You may find a
video clip that would help your
students think about how truly
amazing God the creator is.
Note
The Bible Memory in the King
James Version is included on the
Resources CD.

ASK: Now that you’ve read Genesis 1:1, what’s another reason that
 God is worthy of praise? (He made everything.) Ask students to
read Genesis 1:1 together.
Optional Bible
Skill Builder
Print the Resources
CD Optional Bible Skills 1
printable file.
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Focus

 God is worthy of praise.

Make It Real(15 minutes)
3

Materials
Activities for lesson 1,
pencils, paper clips
		 Competition can be
		 difficult for some kids
with special needs. Consider
doing this activity as one group.

Materials
copies of Resources CD
Praise Game printable file
(1 per pair or small group),
pencils, paper clips, game
markers
Teaching Tip
With your students, come up
with a few class rules (3 or 4 is
good). Post them as “Our Class
Promise,” and have kids sign the
poster, promising to follow the
rules.

Use one of these activities to help students explore what they can
say to praise God every day.

Quick Step One of Those Days
SAY: You’ve come up with lots of reasons why  God is worthy of praise.
Now let’s see if we can figure out some things we can say to praise God
every day. Have kids turn in their activity leaflets to One of Those Days
and think about what they can say throughout the day to praise God. Let
students work for a few minutes; then go over each situation as a class.
After the activity, divide the class into two teams and give each team a
pile of paper clips. Or you could let the students be one team and you
be the other team. That would be a lot of fun for the kids! SAY: For each
sentence or phrase that your team can call out to praise God, you get to
hook a paper clip to another paper clip. We’ll see which team can make
the longest chain. Each team should work together, letting everyone on
the team have at least one turn hooking the paper clips together. When
time is up, see which team has the longest chain. Your chains represent
lots of things we can say every day to praise God. I hope you’ll want to
praise God every day since  God is worthy of praise.

Option Praise Game
ASK: Since  God is worthy of our praise, what are some things that we
can say to praise God every day? Let several students respond.
Have kids think of things they might say silently to God or out loud
as they go throughout a day, no matter where they are.
Let students play this game together as a group or divide the class into
pairs. Distribute copies of the Praise Game. Go over the game instructions;
then let students play the game. When kids are done playing the game,
ask volunteers to share at least one thing they can say to praise God.
SAY: God wants us to praise Him, not just when we’re at the church
building, but all the time. You can praise God with your words when
you’re at home, school, playing soccer—wherever you are!
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Live It Out(10 minutes)
4

Focus

 God is worthy of praise.

Use one of these activities to help students praise God.

Quick Step Praising God!
Show the recording of the kids praising God. Ask all the kids to join in
praising God as you play the recording again. Then have students turn in
their Bibles to Psalm 66:1-5. SAY: One way for you to show that  God
is worthy of praise is to pray and talk with Him. Did you know that you
can read a passage of Scripture as a prayer to God? Show kids how to do
that by personalizing the passage, something like this: God, I shout for joy
to You. I sing about You. God, You are awesome. You are so powerful.
Amen.

Materials
Bibles, Activities for
lesson 1, pencils,
recording made in Explore
His Word, device to show the
recording (laptop computer,
tablet computer, etc.)

Have kids turn in their activity leaflets to Praying Well. Encourage them
to write Psalm 66:1-5 as a prayer. When kids are done, SAY: Praise God
by praying to Him the prayers you just wrote. Think about how great
and awesome He is, and that only  God is worthy of praise. Ask kids to
silently read their prayers to God.

Option Smoosh Praise Books
SAY: Now that you know lots of things you can say to praise God, you
get to make your very own smoosh praise books. Distribute materials
and help students make the books, using the illustrations and instructions
below. The first page of the book can be used as a cover. Students should
label the remaining seven pages for each day of the week, one day per
page. Kids are to write or draw things they can say to praise God. Guide
them to think what they do on each day of the week, including church
activities, sports, school, hobbies, and so forth.
When finished, show the recording of the kids praising God. Ask all the
kids to join in praising God as you play the recording again. Have two or
three kids pray, giving their praises to God. Before they pray, SAY: Think
about how great and awesome God is. Only  God is worthy of praise.
1. Fold the paper in half lengthwise. Crease well and unfold.
2. F
 old the short sides of the paper together. Crease well.
Do not unfold.

Materials
paper, scissors, pencils,
colored pencils, crayons,
recording made in Explore
His Word, device to show the
recording (laptop computer,
tablet computer, etc.)
Teaching Tip
Since this project may be too
time-consuming to do in class
or be hard for your students to
fold, you may want to prepare
the books before class.
		 As needed, be sure to
		 assist kids with the
folding and cutting. Remind
them that they can write or
draw.

3. Fold ends up as shown to look like the letter W.
4. Cut on crease of middle fold. Do not cut outer flaps.
5. U
 nfold, and refold long sides together. Hold the outside short edges
and push (smoosh) together to form an eight-page book.

Kidz Chat
Give each student a Kidz Chat to
take home.
Be sure parents know
about the Faith &
Family devotional guide
available online to print and use
with their kids at home. Go to
www.heartshaper.com.
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