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God Makes the World
Scripture: Genesis 1:1-19 
Bible Memory: Genesis 1:1
Focus:  God made the world.

Heart to Heart Teacher Devotion
What a powerful, creative, and awesome God we have. He’s powerful—out of nothing 
He formed our beautiful world. He’s creative—think of the hundreds of types of trees, 
flowers, and plants. He’s awesome—He set the sun, moon, and stars in place. What can 
you do except praise Him! Praise Him with words. Praise Him with songs. Praise Him by 
how you live. Praise Him by telling others about Him. Praise our powerful, creative, and 
awesome God!

FOCUS IN
Use one of these 
activities to help children 
explore things God 
made on the first four 
days of creation. 

 Quick Step  
Guess What?

Option 
Discovery Bags

Bible Memory
Introduce the Bible Memory verse.

HeartShaper Materials
• none

• none

• none

Other Materials
• none

• paper lunch bags, items that God 
made (see activity)

• Bible

EXPLORE HIS 
WORD
Use all of these activities 
to help children tell what 
God made on the first 
four days of creation.

 Bible Exploration
Genesis 1:1-19

Bible Review Activity

Bible Memory
Genesis 1:1

Optional Bible Skill 
Builder

• Resources sheet 1 Creation Story 
Cards 1a–1f, Teaching Picture 1 

• (optional: Resources CD Review 
Questions)

• Resources sheet 1 Unit 1 Bible 
Memory Mobile 1g–1j 

• Bibles 

• none

• Bibles, 3' length of cord, 4 clip 
clothespins

MAKE IT REAL
Use one of these activi-
ties to help children tell 
what they like about the 
world God made.

 Quick Step 
Look What God Made

Option 
Virtual Walk

Option 
Story from Weekly Bible Reader

• Activities pp. 3 and 4

• none

• Weekly Bible Reader issue 1

• pencils, scissors, resealable plastic 
bags

• none

• none

LIVE IT OUT
Use one of these 
activities to help children 
show God they like the 
world He made.

 Quick Step 
Thank-You Walk

Option 
“My Favorite Things” Prayer 
Posters

Saying Good-bye

• none

• “My Favorite Things” Prayer Poster 
reproducible page 

• Weekly Bible Reader issue 1, 
Activities Unit 1 Bible Memory Poster 
and stickers

• trash bags, disposable gloves, hand 
sanitizer

• 11" x 17" drawing paper, scissors, 
glue, markers

• none
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Materials
none 

Added Fun!
Let kids give clues about or 
draw pictures of things God 
made. See whether classmates 
can guess what is being 
described or drawn.

Materials
paper lunch bags; items  
that God made: pinecone,  
grass, rock, flower, leaf, etc. 
(optional: magnifying glass)

   For children with sensory
   issues, offer a choice of 
feeling the objects or looking 
at them through a magnifying 
glass.

Materials
Bible

Transition to Explore His Word
See the Resources CD Transition 
Tips printable file. As children 
gather, make sure you have all 
the materials you need.

Focus
 God made the world.

Focus In  (10–15 minutes)

Use one of these activities to help children explore things God 
made on the first four days of creation. Use the Bible Memory 
activity to introduce the memory verse.

Welcome
• Welcome each child by name.
• Engage early arrivers by offering one or more of the activities  
  described on the Additional Activities for Unit 1 page.

 Quick Step   Guess What?
Have children gather in a circle. SAY: Let’s explore a couple of things God 
made as we play a fun guessing game. Try to guess from the clues I give 
you what God made. Tell kids to raise their hands when they know what 
God made. 
SAY: I am one out of billions of stars. I am the closest star to the earth.  
I give light to the earth. You see me during the day. What am I? (the sun)
I provide food and building materials. I help to prevent erosion. I can 
grow taller than 300 feet! I give you shade. What am I? (a tree)

ASK: How are all these things alike? (God made them.)
Why do you think God made each of these things?

SAY: The Bible tells us  God made the world. Let’s learn more about 
the world God made.

Option Discovery Bags
Before class, place each item you have gathered into a separate bag.

SAY: Let’s see what we can discover about different things God made. 
Hold up one bag and ask a child to reach into the bag and describe what 
he feels. The rest of the children can guess what the item is. Make sure 
everyone gets a turn. Remind the children that all the items are things God 
made on the first four days of creation. If you have a magnifying glass, let 
children use it to look more closely at the items once they are revealed. 
SAY: The Bible tells us  God made the world. Let’s learn more about 
the world God made.

ASK: How are all these things alike? (God made them.)
Why do you think God made each of these things? 

Bible Memory Genesis 1:1
Ask kids to sit in a circle. Read Genesis 1:1 from your Bible. SAY: Our Bible 
Memory tells us  God made the world. Let’s take turns naming things 
God made. We’ll name things we see in the sky or things we see on 
the earth. After a part of creation has been named, we’ll say the Bible 
Memory together. Let’s see how quickly we can name things God made. 
Keep the activity moving. If a child can’t think of something to name, she 
can say “Pass.” After each child has had one or two turns, end the activity. 
SAY: I’m glad the Bible tells us  God made the world.
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Bible Background for the Teacher
It’s interesting that the first words in the Bible tell us that God made everything. God wanted 
us to know right from the start that the world was not created by some accident. He and He 
alone planned for and created the world. Only God was not created; He is eternal.

God made the world in an orderly manner. First He separated, gathered, and made; then 
God filled His world. With only a few hundred words, the writer of Genesis describes how 
God made everything. Even though we might have liked more details, we do learn several 
important facts about God and His creation: God simply spoke and things came into 
existence. God is all-powerful. God is in charge. God is in control.

Worship Time
If you want to offer a time of 
worship, see the Unit 1 Worship 
Time Ideas included on the 
Resources CD.

 Materials
Bibles, Resources  
sheet 1 Creation Story 
 Cards 1a–1f, Teaching Picture 1 
(optional: reusable adhesive and 
poster board)

Explore His Word  (20 minutes)

Use all of these activities to help children tell what God made on the 
first four days of creation.

Focus
 God made the world.

Bible Exploration Genesis 1:1-19
SAY: Our Bible story comes from the Old Testament book of Genesis. 
Open your Bible to Genesis. Genesis is the first book of the Old 
Testament. Genesis tells about God making the world. Help children find 
Genesis in their Bibles. Ask for a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1. SAY: The 
Bible tells us that only  God made the world.

SAY: Help me tell the Bible story. When you hear a number, hold up that 
many fingers. When you hear me say “And God saw that it was . . . ,” 
finish the sentence by saying “good.” Listen to hear what God made on 
the first four days of creation.

Give the story cards to children to hold up, or you can attach them to a 
piece of poster board at the appropriate times. Point to Genesis 1:1 in your 
Bible. SAY: The Bible tells us that in the very beginning, God made the 
world. There was nothing until God spoke, just darkness. Let’s close our 
eyes and try to imagine how dark it was. Be sure all eyes are closed, and 
then continue in a quiet voice. There is no sun or moon, no day or night. 
There are no people or animals, plants or trees. There is only darkness 
and empty space.

Let’s open our eyes. On day 1 (children hold up one finger), God made 
light. Then God separated the light from the darkness. Show card 1a. He 
called the light “day,” and the darkness He called “night.”

On day 2 (children hold up two fingers), God made the sky. Show 1b. Now 
there could be clouds and air and fog and wind.

On day 3 (children hold up three fingers), God said, “Let the waters come 
together and let there be dry ground.” Show 1c. God decided to name 
the dry ground “land.” And God named the waters “seas.” And God 
saw that it was . . . (children say “good”). That same day God made tall 
mountains and valleys, rushing rivers and bubbling streams. God told 
every kind of plant that comes from a little seed to grow on the land. 
The ground was covered with green grass, flowery bushes, and tall trees. 
Show 1d. God made fruits and vegetables too—juicy apples and oranges, 
crunchy carrots and green beans. At the end of the day, God looked at 
everything He had made and saw that it was . . . (children say “good”).
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Materials
(optional: Resources CD  
Lesson 1 Review Questions 
printable file)

Materials
Bibles, Resources  
sheet 1 Unit 1 Bible  
Memory Mobile 1g–1j, 3' length of 
cord, 4 clip clothespins

Optional Bible  
Skill Builder 
Print and display the 
books of the Old Testament 
and New Testament posters 
provided with the Resources 
CD Classroom Tools. Print 
copies of the Unit 1 Optional 
Bible Skills Activity. Assist as 
needed in making and placing 
bookmarks in Bibles. Help 
children understand the basic 
difference between the Old and 
New Testaments.

On day 4 (children hold up four fingers), God made the sun, moon,
and stars. The sun (show 1e) would give light during the day. Its warmth 
would help the plants grow. The moon and stars (show 1f) would light 
up the night. God looked at His beautiful creation. Show Teaching 
Picture 1 and have children point to the things God made as you name 
them. He saw the day and night, the blue sky, the oceans and rivers, 
the mountains and valleys, the green plants and trees, the warm sun, 
the moon and stars. And God saw that it was . . . (children say “good”). 
 God made the world.

Bible Review Activity
SAY: Let’s see what you remember from the Bible story. Jump up when 
you think you know an answer. You may want to print and use the review 
questions from the Resources CD to help children further review the story.

ASK: What did God make on the first day of creation? (light)
What did God make on the second day of creation? (sky)
What did God make on the third day of creation? (seas, dry land, 

mountains, plants, fruits, vegetables)
What did God make on the fourth day of creation? (sun,  

moon, stars)

Bible Memory Genesis 1:1
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

Help children find Genesis 1:1 in their Bibles. Tell children that Genesis is 
the first book of the Bible and the first book of the Old Testament. Ask for 
volunteers to read the verse, or you can read it.

Randomly distribute the sections of the Bible Memory Mobile. Ask the 
child who has the first section with the Scripture reference and opening 
words to help you clip that section at the top of a length of cord. Repeat 
with the other sections until the verse can be read in order from top 
to bottom. Read the verse together; then remove one section and see 
whether kids can fill in the missing words. Repeat, removing another part 
of the verse each time. SAY: This verse tells us  God made the world—
and what a wonderful world He made!
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Materials
Activities pp. 3 and 4,  
pencils, scissors,  
resealable plastic bags

Teaching Tip
Provide resealable bags for kids 
to place their pictures in for 
taking home.

Materials
none 

   Some children may
   have difficulty visualizing 
the various places on a virtual 
walk. If enough adults are 
available, consider taking an 
actual walk around the church 
property. If this is not possible, 
show pictures of the various 
places you are describing.

Materials
Weekly Bible Reader  
issue 1

Focus
 God made the world.

Make It Real  (10–15 minutes)

Use one of these activities to help children tell what they like 
about the world God made.

 Quick Step   Look What God Made
SAY: We’ve learned that  God made the world. ASK: Why is it 
important that God made these things? Let children offer their ideas. 
Point out that the creation God made gives us air to breathe, warmth, 
light, food and drink, shelter, and so on.

Distribute the activity page and pencils. SAY: Read the sentences on the 
back of your activity page and use the Word Box to help complete a fun 
fact about each picture of something God made. If you have beginning 
readers, pair them with children who can read more fluently, and let them 
work together to complete the activity. Give help as needed. Kids can cut 
apart the pictures and take them home. Encourage children to share the 
pictures and fun facts with friends and family members. The kids can tell 
why it is important that  God made the world.

Option Virtual Walk
SAY:  God made the world. Let’s take a walk and see whether we can 
find things we like that God made. With children seated, lead kids on a 
virtual walk. Tell kids they are to imagine they are walking out the front 
door of your church facility. What do they see on their left? on their right? 
up ahead? Move their thoughts to a ballpark, a playground, and other 
places kids would go. As you name places familiar to kids, have them 
name things God made that they would see in those places. You can add 
to the fun of the walk by having kids “run” (slap hands on thighs) to the 
ballpark, “climb” (alternately move hands upward) a tree, “swish” (rub 
hands together back and forth) through tall grass, and so on.
 
ASK: What are some other things God made that you like?

Why is it important that God made these things? Let children offer 
their ideas. Point out that the creation God made gives us air to 
breathe, warmth, light, food and drink, shelter, and so on.

Option Story from Weekly Bible Reader
SAY: We’ve learned that  God made the world. Let’s remember some 
of the things God made as we read a story together. Read “A Walk with 
Grandpa” from issue 1. Ask children to tell why they think it is important 
that God made the different parts of creation. Let children offer their 
ideas. Point out that the creation God made gives us air to breathe, 
warmth, light, food and drink, shelter, and so on.

11Early Elementary Teacher Guide, Unit 1, Lesson 1

3



            Lesson 2 at a Glance

Materials
trash bags, disposable 
gloves (or garden  
gloves), hand sanitizer

Teaching Tip
Be sure to purchase latex-free, 
powder-free disposable gloves. 

Materials
11" x 17" drawing paper,  
copies of the “My Favorite  
Things” Prayer Poster 
reproducible page, scissors, glue, 
markers (or crayons) (optional: 
modeling clay, table covering)

Note
See the teacher contents page 
for the location of reproducible 
pages. The “My Favorite Things” 
Prayer Poster is also provided 
with the lesson 1 printable files 
on the Resources CD.

Weekly Bible Reader 
Give each student a Weekly 
Bible Reader to take home.

Be sure parents know  
about the Faith & Family  
pages available online to  
print and use with their  
children at home. Go to  
www.heartshaper.com.

Focus
 God made the world.

Live It Out  (5–10 minutes)

Use one of these activities to help children show God they like the 
world He made.

 Quick Step   Thank-You Walk
SAY:  God made the world for us to enjoy and to provide the things we 
need. One way we can show God we like the world He made is by taking 
care of that world. Let’s take a thank-You walk and take care of a little 
piece of God’s world. If weather permits and you have an outdoor area 
where children can walk safely, take them outside and let them pick up 
trash and gather items that can be recycled. If you cannot go outdoors, 
work together to clean classrooms and hallways. Provide gloves for kids 
to wear, and be sure they know to tell an adult if they see any sharp glass 
or metal objects. At the end of the walk, gather for prayer. Thank God for 
the world He made. Be sure kids wash their hands when they return to the 
classroom.

Option “My Favorite Things” Prayer Posters
SAY:  God made the world for us to enjoy and to provide the things we 
need. Let’s make prayer posters that will show God we like the world He 
made. Distribute drawing paper, copies of the prayer poster reproducible 
page, and art supplies. Have kids write at the top of their papers the title 
“My Favorite Things God Made.” Kids can draw on the papers their favorite 
parts of creation, or they can color, cut out, and glue on pictures from the 
reproducible page. Be sure to offer assistance with cutting and pasting as 
needed. 

After kids have completed their posters, ask them to bring the posters 
and gather in a circle. Take turns showing the posters, talking to God, 
and thanking Him for the world He made. Help kids who are nonverbal to 
share their posters with the group too. Kids can display the posters for 
others to see—either in the classroom or at home.

Note: Some children may prefer creating shapes with modeling clay rather 
than drawing pictures. Provide the materials needed. During prayer time, 
kids can show what favorite part of creation they have molded.

Saying Good-bye
•  Make sure children have projects and activity pages they have done and 

the Activities Unit 1 Bible Memory Poster and stickers. Stickers are in the 
middle of Early Elementary Activities. Encourage kids to complete their 
posters at home, coloring and adding stickers.

•  If you have time before parents arrive, use some of the activities on the 
Additional Activities for Unit 1 page.
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