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Lesson 1

This symbol appears whenever preparation 
takes more than five minutes. A list of 
classroom supplies for the quarter is included 
on page 5.

Tip: At the beginning of each quarter, separate 
the pages for Starting Steps and store them by 
lesson.

Where Learning Happens
Set up areas for play before children arrive.

Bible Step
Talk Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Photo 

Poster 1
Bible Story Time
NNGenesis 6:9-22

Bible Review Step
Bible Story Review Time
NNToddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—Story 

Figures 1, 2, Story Card 1, Story Mat
Music Time
“God Kept Noah Safe”
Toddler/2 Creative Teaching Aids—CD, CD 
player

Craft Step
Play Dough Boat
NNWooden blocks from the block center, play 

dough for each child
NNStarting Steps for Lesson 1 for Good-Bye Time

Bible Basis: Genesis 6:9-22
Lesson Focus: God told Noah to build a boat.

God Told Noah to 
Build a Boat

Tip: At the beginning of each quarter, separate 
the pages for Starting Steps and store them by 
lesson.

Teacher Devotional
Read Genesis 6:9-22. Building the ark 
was no small task, it’s true. The ark was 
probably larger than any structure Noah 
had ever seen. The Bible does not say he 
was a skilled craftsman or carpenter. The 
type of flooding God described to him 
had never been seen on earth before. 
And, he was certainly no zookeeper!

But it is important to remember that 
Noah was a great man before he built the 
ark. The Bible tells us that Noah “walked 
with God” (vs. 9). He had fellowship with 
God, He obeyed Him, He followed Him.

There are little ones ready to follow 
in your footsteps. Your “walk” can show 
them some important first steps toward 
God. It’s critical that you continue abid-
ing, obeying, and following God.

Understanding  
the Bible
We find stories of an ancient disastrous 
flood in most parts of the world 
including Europe, the Far East, the 
Pacific Islands, and the Western 
Hemisphere. The Babylonian version 
of a great flood is noteworthy because 
it resembles the Genesis account more 
closely than other flood stories do.

The theology and literary style, 
however, are considerably different 
between the two accounts. Perhaps, then, 
the best view is both accounts are about 
the same event. Although the Babylonian 
tale is a corrupted version, the Genesis 
account describes this historical disaster 
accurately.
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Lesson 1 Focus: God told Noah to build a boat.

Where Learning Happens

When Teaching 
the Bible to 
Toddler/2s…

Table—
The table can be used for a free-play activity, snack, or the craft. 
For directions on setting up today’s craft activity, see Play Dough 
Boat in the Craft Step, page 10.

Rug—
This is the place to gather children together for small group 
activities, depending on the size of your group. Invite them 
to the rug for the Bible Step. Today’s story is “God Told Noah to 
Build a Boat,” from Genesis 6:9-22, page 8. 

This is also a good place for sharing stories or movement 
and the Music Time. Sing “God Kept Noah Safe” this week, page 9.

Care Area—
Take time for each child’s physical needs, including rest room 
breaks and diaper changes. Provide water and a snack when 
appropriate.

Books—
A choice of books to explore pictures and words. There are many 
excellent books about Noah available.

Blocks—
Blocks of different sizes and shapes for building and creative 
play. Let children build with wooden blocks to connect with Genesis 
6:9-22 where God told Noah to build a boat.

Toys—
A variety of toys appropriate for two year olds to encourage play. 
Playing with toy boats will help children understand what God told 
Noah to build in Genesis 6:9-22.

Home Living—
Several baby dolls, blankets, play food, pots and pans, and 
utensils for children to imitate what they see in real life.

In today’s Bible story, from Genesis 6:9-22, God told Noah to 
build a boat. One way two year olds can connect to the Bible 
story is by building with blocks. Stacking blocks is an important 
skill for your children to practice. It encourages hand/eye 
coordination which will later be used for reading and writing. The 
children in your class should be able to stack two to six blocks.

Children spend 
all of their time in 
this lesson moving, 

exploring, choosing, and 
playing in the learning 
environment. The learning 
environment is simply the 
books, toys, blocks, music, 
stories, and activities your 
children interact with from 
the moment they arrive 
until they go home. While 
children explore and play, 
gather a small group to 
hear the Bible story from 
Genesis 6:9-22. You can also 
walk around the room, visit 
the children at different 
activities, and use the story 
mat to present the Bible 
Story Review.

This lesson is designed to 
allow toddlers and two year 
olds to play independently, 
freeing you to present the 
Bible Step, Bible Review 
Step, and Craft Step to 
individuals or small groups 
throughout the class time.
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Bible Step
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Photo Poster 1

Toddlers love to look at photographs that show children. Sharing what 
they know about building with blocks helps them connect to the Bible 
story “God Told Noah to Build a Boat,” from Genesis 6:9-22. Invite small 
groups (no more than four children) to the rug for Talk Time. Use this 
rhyme to help capture their attention.

Wiggle your fingers.
Pat your knees.

Fold your hands,
And look at me.

Show Photo Poster 1. Point to the girl in the picture. Here is a girl playing 
with blocks. What is this? Point to the hammer. What do you do with a 
hammer and blocks? Be prepared to do actions such as hammering, 
stacking, etc. Encourage children who are not yet talking to point or 
act out what they want to share. What do you think she is building? 
Encourage all children to share answers, even if it is only one word. This 
lets them share what they know. Today we are going to talk about how 
God told Noah to build a boat.

Talk Time
NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Photo Poster 1

Bible Story Time 
NNGenesis 6:9-22 

Toddlers and two year olds like to “build” with any material. 
Today’s Bible story teaches them about God telling Noah to 
build an ark. Have your Bible open to Genesis 6. Our story 
today comes from God’s special book, the Bible.

God told Noah to build a boat.
(Put fists together as if hammering.)
Build it tall, every wall.
(Stretch up tall.)
Build it wide and big inside.
(Stretch arms out wide.)
Build it strong so it lasts long!
(Flex arms to show muscles.)
Build it large. God’s in charge!
(Point up.)
God told Noah to build a boat.
(Put fists together as if hammering.)

Repeat the Bible story to help the children learn and 
remember. You can also read this story from The Toddler’s Bible 
(on the CD in your CTA packet).

Story Questions
Ask the following questions 
to review the Bible story:

1. What did God tell 
Noah to build? (A boat)

2. Who told Noah to build 
the boat? (God)
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Bible Review Step
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Story Mat with Story Figures 
1, 2, and Story Card 1

Bible Story Review Time 
NNMaterials: Creative Teaching Aids—Story Figures 1, 2, Story 

Card 1, Story Mat
Touching and moving things are good ways for toddlers to learn. The children 
in your class aren’t concerned if the same figure is used as different characters 
throughout the quarter. It is more important that they are able to move the figures 
around as you tell the Bible Review Story. This week the older man, Figure 1, will 
be Noah. Encourage the children to handle the figures of Noah (Figure 1) and the 
ark (Figure 2) as they help you retell the Bible story.

Anytime after you have done the Bible Step, you can do the Bible Review Step. 
Keep the small group you have at the rug or visit small groups at different activities 
and tell the Bible Review Story.

Music Time
NN Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—CD, CD player

Music filled with energy and action is perfect for toddlers. They learn 
the way they like best—using their whole bodies and lots of energy! This 
song reinforces the Bible story, Genesis 6:9-22, where God told Noah to 
build a boat.

“GOD KEPT NOAH SAFE”
The complete song is track 1 on the CD in the Creative Teaching Aids packet. The words 
and movements can be found on page 71 of this teacher’s guide. Learn the song before 
teaching it to your class. Knowing the actions before you teach them will help the children 
learn more effectively as they will try to imitate you.

Children like to sing a song over and over. Repeat the song to help your class learn the 
music.

Before class, find a story mat to use for the stories this 
quarter. A small towel or blanket will work well as a story 
mat. Put the figures in the order you will use them. Lay 

Story Card 1 next to the story mat. Present the story to each small 
group.

Put Noah and the ark, Figures 1 and 2, on the mat. Who can find 
Noah? Ask a child to point to Noah. God told Noah to build a boat. 
Who can find the boat? Ask a child to point to the ark. Noah built the 
boat so that it was big and tall. Show directions with your arms. God 
told Noah to build a boat.

Repeat this story with each group of children, even if there’s 
only one child.



Craft Step

Lesson 1 Focus: God told Noah to build a boat.

Good-Bye Time
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As they leave, tell all the children, individually, you are glad 
they came. As you say good-bye, ask, “Who told Noah to 
build a boat?” Send home the cover of Starting Steps this 
week. Families can enjoy the calendar activities. Send each 
child home with his or her very own Starting Steps. One 
side connects each child’s family to today’s lesson; the other 
side includes a devotional, parenting tips, and an amusing 
anecdote.

Play Dough Boat
The process of doing a craft is one of the ways toddlers and two year 
olds learn. They discover how clay works by forming it with their hands. 

Encourage each child to create more than one Play Dough Boat, as time allows. All the things 
your children create are treasures. You can send them all home.

Materials:  Wooden blocks from the block center
 Play dough for each child

Before Class: If you are not using purchased play dough, make play dough according to 
the following recipe.

Play Dough Recipe: 2 c. flour, 1 c. salt, 4 T. cream of tartar, 1 pkg. unsweetened dry beverage mix 
for color and scent, 2 c. warm water, 2 T. cooking oil. Stir over medium heat until mixture pulls 
away from sides of pan to form a ball. Store in airtight container (recipe makes enough for eight 
children).

Craft Time: 
Give each child a ball of play dough. Let them play with it using their hands and blocks. After a 
few minutes, encourage them to make a boat with their play dough. 

While the children work, talk about the Bible story from Genesis 6:9-22 when God told Noah 
to build a boat. God told Noah to build a boat. Noah built a boat that was tall and wide. You are 
building a boat too. 

Let each child work with the play dough as long as he or she wants to. When a final shape is 
made, whether or not it looks like a boat, place it aside for that child to take home. 


