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Understanding the Bible

Lesson 1 
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Specially Given Families

Samuel’s father, Elkanah, lived in the town of Ramah, a 
city located five miles north of Jerusalem. He had two 
wives, Hannah and Peninnah. Hannah probably was his 
first wife. Elkanah probably took a second wife because 
Hannah was unable to have children (1 Sam. 1:2). In 
those days, polygamy was tolerated under the law of 
Moses (Deut. 21:15-17).

In that culture, to be childless was regarded as 
a divine curse that supposedly made a woman’s life 
virtually meaningless. Despite Elkanah’s reassurances of 
his love for her, Hannah felt a deep longing to bear a son 
(1 Sam. 1:4-5, 8). 

Hannah’s prayer probably occurred during the Feast 
of Tabernacles, a festival which celebrated God’s care for 

His people while wandering in the wilderness, as well 
as God’s blessings on the year’s crops (Deut. 16:13-15). 
Hannah and Elkanah traveled to Shiloh, the religious 
center of the nation, for the festival.

Hannah’s despair is seen in her prayer to God. 
Hannah prayed in silence, even though praying aloud is 
more usual in Hebrew praying. Her outpouring was very 
fervent, from her soul. 

Hannah vowed to dedicate the child to Levitical 
service and make him a Nazirite for life—not the 
specific time frame usually served. This promise 
committed her son to a life of service to God. Hannah’s 
prayer was answered. She gave birth to a son, Samuel, 
which may mean “asked of God” (1 Sam. 1:20).

Getting Ready for the Bible
To help the children connect their own experiences with the story of 
Hannah and Elkanah, they will talk about their families. 
•  Opening Activity: Teaching Aid 2 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids)
•   Sharing Time: No materials needed

Bible Story Time: 1 Samuel 1:1-23
The children will learn how God gave Samuel to Hannah and Elkanah. 
•  Bible Story: Teaching Aid 3 (from Preschool Creative Teaching Aids), Bible
•  Bible Story Review: No materials needed 
•  Bible Memory Verse: No materials needed

The Bible and Me
To understand that God gives them families, the children will explore 
activity centers.

•  Spoon Puppets: Old magazines, glue, plastic spoons
•  Family Roleplay: No materials needed 
•  Family Block Play: Large and small blocks 

Going Home with the Bible
By thanking God for their families, the children will apply the Bible story of 
Hannah and Samuel to their own lives.
•  Page for Lesson 1 (from Preschool Make-It/Take-It), crayons, 12-inch 

length of yarn for each student, Bible, My Sunday Pictures, Lesson 1 and 
Family Card A 

This symbol appears whenever preparation takes more than five minutes or includes 
supplies that are not listed on the standard supply list on page 6.

Scripture: 1 Samuel 1:1-23
Lesson Focus: God gives us families.
Memory Verse: “Love one another.” John 13:34

Lesson Video
for Steps 2 & 4!

Available @
BibleInLife.com/video
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Lesson 1 Focus: God gives us families.  

Welcome Time Activities
These activities are designed to engage your children in a fun and 
purposeful way while freeing you to interact with parents and children as 
they arrive. The centers require little or no supervision and can be set up 
before class. After greeting each child, direct him or her to a center and 
suggest a way to start or join the activity.

Moving and Doing
Preschoolers love to act out what they know about family roles. Invite the 
children to play house in the home living area using dolls, blankets, bottles, 
play food, and utensils to help them prepare for the Bible story of Hannah 
and Samuel from 1 Samuel 1:1-23.

Projects
To help children connect to the concept that God gives us families, have 
them make a family collage using pictures cut from magazines, glue sticks, 
and crayons. Cutting the binding off the magazines makes the pages easier 
for children to hold and cut.

Write the children’s names on the Fall 
Attendance Chart (Teaching Aid 1). Put the chart 
where each child can mark attendance with a  
sticker.

Teacher Tip
Some of your preschoolers may be anxious 
or fearful of leaving mom and dad. Help the 
transition by keeping the class routine similar each 
week and engaging the child in a fun activity. 

Attendance Chart

Before you begin today’s lesson, you may want to 
have a short worship time. 

•  Have the children sit in a circle, either on a 
rug or in chairs. Worship time is a time when we 
tell God how much we love Him. We worship 
by giving any offerings we brought, singing a 
song, and talking to God through prayer.

•  Choose a child to collect offerings. Dear God, 
You give us many things. These offerings are 
one way we say thank You. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

•  Sing the following words to the tune “For He’s 
a Jolly Good Fellow.”

Oh, God gave each of us families.

Oh, God gave each of  
 us families.
Oh, God gave each of  
 us families,
Because He loves us so.

Let the children substitute 
family members for the word 
families such as mommies, 
brothers, etc. 

•  Close with prayer. Remind the children to bow 
their heads and close their eyes. That helps them 
think about God as they talk to Him. Dear God, 
You give us everything that we have. Thank You 
for giving us our families. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Read 1 Samuel 1:1-23. Hannah 
“wept in anguish” for a baby. 
Her vow was to give her child 
“to the Lord all the days of his 
life.” When God answered her 
prayer, she kept her promise 
and gave the child back to 
God. 

Like Hannah, you may have 
“wept in anguish” for someone 
or a situation. It may have been 
a plea to have or adopt a child, 
a healing for a sick child, or 
revival in the heart of a child 
who has strayed from the Lord. 
Whatever your plea, God heard 
you. 

Hannah weaned Samuel 
before she took him to serve 
the Lord: “I will take him, that 
he may appear before the Lord 
and remain there forever” 
(v.22, NKJV).

God gives us our children, 
our families, to care for and 
nurture. We should daily give 
them to the Lord.

Pray for strong families that 
lead our children to a great love 
for their God, and that one day 
they may appear before the 
Lord and remain there forever.
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Getting Ready for the Bible

Lesson 1 Focus: God gives us families.

Attention 
Grabber
If you have not yet gathered the 
children into a group or you need 
to focus their attention on you, ask 
them to silently copy your actions 
as you say this rhyme.

Wiggle your feet, 
wiggle your hands.

Stretch up high, 
like rubber bands.

Clap, clap, clap, 
turn around.

Fold your hands, 
now sit down.

To help the children connect their own experiences with the story  
of Hannah and Elkanah, they will talk about their families.

  N Materials:  Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 2

Opening Activity
Once the children are seated in a circle and ready to listen, use the 
Teaching Aid 2 poster from your Creative Teaching Aids packet 
to talk about the different people in families. Identifying family 
members helps the children understand the Bible story from  
1 Samuel 1:1-23, where God gave baby Samuel to Hannah and her 
husband, Elkanah.

I have a picture of a family 
that I would like to show you 
today. (Show the poster, Teaching 
Aid 2.) This family is playing 
outside. Who do you see in 
the picture? (Dad, mom, sister, 
brother.)

After the children have 
identified who is in the picture, 
point to a specific figure such as the 
man. Who is this? (Father) What kinds of things does a dad do? 
(The children may give a variety of answers including work, cook, 
mow the lawn, wash dishes, play, etc. Be aware that some children 
may not have a dad at home. If some of them talk about an uncle or 
grandfather, accept this as a perfectly reasonable answer.) 

Point to the woman. Who is this? (Mom) What kinds of things 
does a mom do? (Again this will have a variety of answers. Most will 
probably have to do with caring for a child, working, telling stories, 
etc.) 

Continue by pointing one at a time to the sister, the brother. 
Some of your children will not have siblings. Ask them what they 
think it would be like to have a sister or a brother.

(Hold up the poster.) We talked a lot about this family. Let’s talk 
about your families.

Sharing Time
As you and your class talk, be sure to allow time 
for each child to say something. This gives every 
child an opportunity to connect to the Bible story 
through his or her own experience. Sharing about 
your own family may help the children begin the 
discussion.

NN Who are the people in your family? Children 
will have a variety of responses. They may include 
stepparents, grandparents, and even pets. Affirm 
their answers.

NN What does your father do? Give time for the 
children to answer. Be sure the children include 
home activities such as read stories, cook, mow 
the lawn, etc., as well as workplace ideas. “I don’t 
know” is a perfectly good answer.
NN What does your mother do? As with the 

previous questions, try to get the children to give 
details that make their families unique.

Our families are special. Today we’re going 
to learn that God gives us families. Our Bible 
story today will tell us about a family that had 
no children. As you hear the story, listen for the 
mother’s name and how God gave her a baby.

Teaching Aid 2
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Lesson 1 Focus: God gives us families.

1 Samuel 1:1-23 
The children will learn how God gave Samuel to Hannah and Elkanah.

  N Materials: Creative Teaching Aids—Teaching Aid 3, Bible

Teaching Aid 3

Bible Story
The children should still be gathered in a group 
ready for the story. Have your Bible open to 1 Samuel 
1 to begin. Today’s story comes from the Bible. It is 
found in the book, or part, of the Bible called  
1 Samuel. (Show the children where 1 Samuel is in 
your Bible. Keep your Bible open to 1 Samuel 1 as you 
tell the story.)

The Bible tells us that there once lived a woman 
named Hannah. (Show Teaching Aid 3. Point to 
Hannah on the poster.) She was married to a man 
named Elkanah [el-KAY-nuh]. (Point to Elkanah 

and then set the poster aside.) 
Hannah and Elkanah loved 
each other very much. But 
most of all they loved God.

God had made Hannah 
and Elkanah’s family very 
special. But Hannah wanted 
their family to grow. She 
was sad that they didn’t 
have any children.

One day, Hannah and 
Elkanah went to a special 
tent-church to worship 
God. While Hannah was 
there, she asked God for 

something special. (Fold your hands as if praying.) 
Hannah prayed for a baby boy. She cried while she 
was praying because she was so sad. She promised 
God that if He gave her a baby boy, she would have 
the boy serve God.

Eli, the priest at the tent-church, saw Hannah 
praying and crying. He saw that while she was 
praying, not a sound came out of her mouth. He 
talked to Hannah about what was wrong. 

Hannah said, “I’ve been praying here because I 
am very sad.”

Eli told her, “Go in peace. God will give you 
what you have prayed for.”

Early the next day Hannah and Elkanah 
worshiped God and then walked home. Hannah 
didn’t feel quite so sad anymore.

Soon God answered Hannah’s prayers. Hannah 
and Elkanah had a baby boy. They named him 

Samuel. (Point to Samuel on the 
poster.) God had given them baby 
Samuel for their family.

Hannah and Elkanah liked to 
take care of little Samuel. They gave 
him food to eat. They gave him milk 
to drink. (Have the children pretend 
to hold a baby. Then have them rock 
and feed the “babies.”) They dressed 
him every day and kept him safe. (Let 
each child pretend to wrap a baby in 
a blanket.) And they loved Samuel. 
(Hug yourself.)

(Point to each person on the poster 
as you say his or her name.) Hannah 
and Elkanah were happy that God 
had given them little Samuel. They 
thanked God for Samuel and took 
very good care of him. They were glad 
that God had given them a family. 
God gives us families too.

Bible Story 
Questions

  N Who wanted a baby in the story? 
Hannah.

  N Who did God give to Hannah? A 
baby boy named Samuel.

  N How would you feel if you wanted 
something as much as Hannah 
wanted a baby? Children may have a 
variety of answers. They may feel sad, 
want to cry, or be angry, etc.

  N Who gives us families? God gives us 
families.
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Lesson 1 Focus: God gives us families.

Bible Memory Verse
“Love one another.” John 13:34

As children practice a Bible verse week after week, they will be able to 
understand and remember it. Have the children do either the practice or 
the rhyme, or both.

Practice
Say the Bible memory verse to the children and have them repeat it back to you. “Love one 
another.” John 13:34. 

Now let’s sing our words. Setting words to music helps children remember them longer. Sing the 
words with the children to the tune of “We Wish You a Merry Christmas.” Teaching the actions with 
the words will help the children learn the verse.

Oh, “love one another.”
(Hug self, then open arms wide.)

Oh, “love one another.”
(Hug self, then open arms wide.)

Oh, “love one another.”
(Hug self, then open arms wide.)

John 13:34.
(Hold hands open like a book.)

God made me.
(Point to self.)

God made you.
(Point to someone else.)

God made my family, too!
(Hug self.)

God loves me.
(Point to self.)

God loves you.
(Point to someone.)

He said, “Love one another,” too.
(Open arms wide.)

Bible Rhyme Time
The Bible rhyme is another way to practice the Bible memory verse. The Bible verse is in the last line 
of the rhyme. Teach the words and actions a line at a time. Have the children repeat each line back 
to you. Our new Bible memory verse rhyme helps us remember our memory verse from John 
13:34. Let’s say the words together.

Bible Story Review Activity
Use the following activity to further review today’s Bible story from 1 Samuel 1:1-23. Listen 
carefully as I tell you the Bible story of Hannah and Samuel one more time. If you hear the 
name Hannah, fold your hands. Demonstrate folding your hands in prayer for the children. 
When I say the word “baby,” pretend to rock a baby. Show the children how to rock a baby. As 
you read the story, pause to give the children time to do the action. Do the actions with them. 
Here’s our story:

Hannah (Fold hands.) 
wanted a baby. (Rock a baby.)
Hannah (Fold hands.) 
prayed for a baby. (Rock a baby.)
God gave a baby (Rock a baby.) 
to Hannah. (Fold hands.)
God gave Hannah (Fold hands.) 
her family.

Repeat the activity to help the children understand the 
Bible story about Hannah and Samuel.
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Lesson 1 Focus: God gives us families.

Spoon Puppets:

 Materials: Old magazines, glue, plastic spoons

This activity ties the Bible story to the children’s lives by 

allowing them to explore the families God gave them. God 

gave Samuel to Hannah. God gives us families too. 

You can glue magazine pictures on spoons to make 

puppets of your family. Show the children how to glue a 

magazine picture on a spoon to make a puppet. Let children 

tear pictures of people out of the magazine pages used in the 

Welcome Time Activities, page 9. Have them glue pictures 

on plastic spoons to make members of a puppet family using 

the pictures. Invite the children to use their puppets to act 

out things families do.

To understand that God gives them families, the children will explore activity centers.

In today’s Bible story, from 1 Samuel 1:1-23, your class learned that God gave Hannah her family. 
To help children understand that God gives them their families, choose one or more of the 
following activities. Before you let the children begin these activities, demonstrate each one you 
have chosen. This week the Family Roleplay needs the most teacher supervision.

Family Roleplay:

Materials: None needed

This activity helps children use dramatic play 

to further practice the Lesson Focus, “God 

gives us families.” 

Have the children spread out so they have 

room to move. God gives us our families. He 

gives us fathers. Show me what a father does. 

Give the children time to act out something 

a father does. Repeat for mothers, brothers, 

sisters, and grandparents. Give ideas for those 

children who have a hard time acting. Let the 

children use their imaginations to act even if 

you do not recognize what is being acted out. 

If you have a small group, have each child tell 

what he was acting.

Family Block Play:
 Materials: Large and small blocks

In today’s Bible story about Hannah and Samuel, the family had three members. To help children explore their own God-given families, set out several large and small rectangle or square blocks to represent male family members. Set out large and small cylinder blocks to represent female family members. Let the children create families out of the blocks. A family may have a father (large rectangle), a mother (large cylinder), and a girl (small cylinder). Have them take turns telling each other about their families. God gives us families, just as He gave Hannah and Samuel their family in our Bible story.

When you are ready to move to the last 
step in your lesson, have the children clean up 
the centers and gather into a big group. You 
may want to use this rhyme to help attract their 
attention.

Clean up, clean up,
One, two, three.
Can you clean up
Just like me?
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Going Home with the Bible

Lesson 1 Focus: God gives us families.

Before class, remove the Lesson 1 page from the Make-
It/Take-It books.

After cleaning up, have 
the children sit around a 
table. Use this time to help 
the children thank God for 
their families. Show the 
children once again where 
1 Samuel 1:1-23 is in the 
Bible. 

In today’s Bible story, 
God gave baby Samuel 

to Hannah and Elkanah. God gave them their family. 
God gives us families too. 

Who are some of the people in our families? 
(Children will give a variety of answers such as fathers, 
mothers, grandparents, brothers, sisters, pets, etc.) Our 
families are special. How can we thank God for our 
families? (Some possible answers are to pray, tell Him, 
show our families how much we love them, sing a song 
to God, etc.)

Another way we can thank God is to make a card 
thanking Him for giving us our families. Give each child 
a Make-It/Take-It frame. Let each child draw his or her 
family in the frame with crayons. Help write the names 
if children are not able to write. As you color, think of 
something you can thank God for about your family.

Help children punch out the holes on the top of the 
frame and add a hanger for the frame with a 12-inch 
length of yarn. 

After the children are done with their frames, 
gather the children into a circle on the floor. Have each 

By thanking God for their families, the children will apply the Bible story of 
Hannah and Samuel to their own lives.

  N Materials: Make-It/Take-It page for Lesson 1, crayons, 12-inch length of yarn for 
each student, Bible

child share what they would like to say to God about 
their family by using this prayer: Thank You, God, for 
_____________. Be prepared to begin this sharing time. 
After each child shares, have the class say, “God gives 
us families. Thank You, God.” Encourage the children 
to share their frames with their families.

Close the lesson with a class prayer. Dear God, we 
learned in our Bible story that You gave Samuel to 
Hannah. You give us our families too. Thank You for 
each of our families. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

If You Have Extra Time
Birthdays are very important to preschoolers. You may 
choose to celebrate birthdays once a month or once 
a quarter. If you celebrate birthdays once a quarter, 
include children born in October and November in 
today’s celebration. You may want to ask parents for 
birth dates if you don’t already have a list. 

Hannah celebrated when Samuel was born. Your 
parents celebrated when you were born. Several of 
you were born in September. Have each child stand 
next to you. ____________ has a birthday this month. 
He/She will be ____ years old! Repeat for children born 
in October and November if you are including those 
birthdays.

As a class, sing “Happy Birthday” to each child. 
Finish with a prayer. Dear God, thank You for 
(children’s names). We’re glad they are in our Sunday 
school class. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Time to Go Home
•  Let children make families using blocks to represent 
the different family members.
•  As you say good-bye to each child, remind him or her 
of the Lesson Focus: God gives us families.

Send Home...
  N My Sunday Pictures for Lesson 1
  N Family Card A from My Sunday Pictures
  N Make-It/Take-It frame for Lesson 1
  N Projects made at centers

Lesson 1 Make-It/Take-It 


